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Financial support for Naked Heart in our first year is absolutely crucial.
We want to build a tradition that brings people together from across the North America, 
that compensates people for sharing their gifts with us, that has a broad marketing 
outreach and that removes financial barriers so more people can participate.
The organizations and people below have made the Festival possible this year.  
This list includes both financial and significant in-kind donations.

We are deeply indebted to you and we look forward  
to many years of reciprocity, solidarity and love.

Festival Fairy Godparent 
$2000 Donation
Glad Day Bookshop
Buddies In Bad Times
City Park Library
Brad Pyne Design

Festival superstar 
$1000 Donation
OPSEU Rainbow Alliance Arc En Ciel

Festival Champion
$500 Donation
The Mark S. Bonham Centre for Sexual 
Diversity Studies
The Ryerson Student’s Union
C & D Graphic Services
UNITE HERE, Local 75
Jeffrey Round

event sponsor
$250 Donation
Bold Strokes Books
Plenitude Magazine
The York Federation of Students

Festival Catalyst
$200 Donation
Oasis Aqualounge
David’s Tea
Zipperz / Cell Block

Festival ally
$100 Donation
The Men’s Room
Woody’s 

youth supporter
$95 Donation
University of Toronto Student’s Union

Festival supporter
$50  Donation
Susan Olding
The Black Eagle
The Campaign to Elect Bill Morneau
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How do we join a community we are not born into?  
How do we nuture our desires? How do we turn pain into love? 
How do we find each other? How do we build a better future?  
The answer for many of us is story.
 
What’s missing in our lesbian, gay, bi, trans, two-spirit  
and queer communities?  
How do we create space for possibility?  
Where do we listen to each other when we don’t feel heard?  
How do we circulate our own stories outside of industries owned 
and controlled by forces that use us for their own gain?  
Where can we build relationships and solidarity in the flesh?  
The answer for us might be Naked Heart.

You are an important part of this Festival created by Glad Day 
Bookshop and our allies. We hope you share our Festival vision 
and our goals this year and that we can count on your support in 
the coming years. Your presence, your creativity, your openess 
and your story is deeply appreciated.

Let’s make a little history this weekend.

Michael Erickson
Festival Coordinator, Naked Heart
Co-owner, Glad Day Bookshop

our vision
To establish a yearly Canadian LGBTQ literary festival that  
amplifies love, language & freedom.

our Goals
• Strengthen literacies and the literary community of LGBTQ people.
• Create spaces for people to find new work, new opportunities,  
    new friends and new lovers.
• Increase supports for underrepresented identities, experiences  
    and forms of language.
• Build bridges between people of different generations and  
    cultures in the LGBTQ community.
• Use story as a catalyst to resist oppression, explore desire,  
    increase love & heal trauma for anyone whose gender or sexual  
    identity doesn’t fit society’s narrow limits and expectations.
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On October 19, let’s  
elect Linda and make history  

in Toronto Centre! 

Paid for and authorized by the official agent for the candidate.

(416) 657-2531// LindaMcQuaig.ca

Driven. Tenacious. Compassionate.

The clear choice for change

PANELS: A panel is a group of 
speakers who discuss a topic with 
a moderator and some audience 
participation.

WORKSHOPS: Our workshops 
focus on building skills, insight and 
knowledge. They are often interactive 
and are led by someone experienced 
and skilled on their topic.

READINGS: This is your classic 
literary event – it is a gathering  
of writers reading brief selections 
of their writing. There may be time 
for audience questions at the end.

SPECIAL EVENTS: Social events, 
keynote talks & book launches.

GLAD DAY BOOKSHOP (GDB)
598 Yonge Street
3rd Floor event space

BUDDIES IN BAD TIMES (BBT)
12 Alexander Street

CITY PARK LIBRARY (CPL)
31 Alexander Street
Wheelchair access is through  
the apartment building

DAVID’S TEA (DT)
530 Church Street

OPSEU HALL (OH)
31 Wellesley

ZIPPERS (Z)
72 Carlton Street

YORKVILLE LIBRARY (YL)
22 Yorkville Ave 
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First Person 
Pleasure:  
Non-fiction  
Sex Writing

Disrupting 
Queer Inclusion
Book Launch

Queer Love

netWERK! A Social Event at Buddies in Bad Times

GDB

BBT

BBT

CPL

3



10:30
:45

11:00
:15
:30
:45

12:00
:15
:30
:45

1:00
:15
:30
:45

2:00
:15
:30
:45

3:00
:15
:30
:45

4:00
:15
:30
:45

5:00
:15
:30
:45

6:00
:15
:30
:45

7:00
:15
:30
:45

8:00
:15
:30
:45

9:00
:15
:30

10:30
:45

11:00
:15
:30
:45

12:00
:15
:30
:45

1:00
:15
:30
:45

2:00
:15
:30
:45

3:00
:15
:30
:45

4:00
:15
:30
:45

5:00
:15
:30
:45

6:00
:15
:30
:45

7:00
:15
:30
:45

8:00
:15

8:30-
11:30

sa
tu

rd
ay

 o
Ct

 17

su
nd

ay
 o

Ct
 18

Out Loud!
Youth Conference

Free for youth 
14-22

Must pre-register with 
donn@sisterwrites.com

Alex Sanchez: 
Identity, Inspiration 
& Impact

Fantastic Worlds

Howling Against 
Assimilation

Write Like You 
Mean It

Grit Lit : 
Writers Read

Blackness 
in Books

The Crucible  
of Trauma

Hardcore Hearts

Indigenous 
Dreaming

Panels

Readings

Workshops

Special Events

Glad Day Bookshop

Buddies in Bad Times

City Park Library

Yorkville Library

David’s Tea

Opseu Hall

Zippers

Get the Word Out!
with Farzana 
Doctor

Writing as 
Practice 
with Karishma 
Kripalani

Bending the 
Genres of 
Sci-Fi, Fantasy 
& Thriller

Workshop on Libel  
with Marcus  
McCann &  
HG Watson

Hail Yeah Mary: 
Exploring Faith in 
Queer Characters 
with Marnie 
Woodrow

Indoor Voices In Our Voices: 
Writing Oral 
Histories with 
Jackson Wright 
Shultz

Writing as  
Resistance

Self-publishing 
—The Hope and 
the Horror

Feeding & Freeing 
Hungry Ghosts: In 
Deep with Shyam 
Selvadurai

Like it is: Non-
fiction & Memoir 
Writing

My Inspirations Too True Owena 
Ohne:Ka: A 
Water Writing
Workshop

Navigating 
the Publishing 
Industry

Mixed Messages Loudspeaker Writing From the 
Heart

Volcano Farming 
with David  
Benjamin  
Tomlinson

Spectrums of 
Sanity—Mental 
Health & the 
Writer

To Print or  
to Post?

Readme
with Trevor 
Campbell

Building 
intergenerational 
Bridges

The Contract
with lawyer 
Sheetal Nanda

Plentitude 
Presents:

The Publisher 
Speaks

Introduction to 2 
Spirited Literature
with Giles
Benaway

Hyphens  
& Hybrids

Pitch Perfect
with Jeffrey Round

Shewriteshe

IN:VERSE
Poetry 
& Tea

Swell:
Queer
Erotic
Readings
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Denouement A Festival Closing Party at Buddies In Bad Times BBT
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adam Garnet Jones’ films tell sensitive stories that 
touch on little-seen experiences in the Aboriginal and Queer 
communities. Also a television writer, he wrote scripts for the 
series “Cashing In” and “Mohawk Girls.” His first dramatic 
feature, Fire Song, premiered at the 2015 Toronto International 
Film Festival. The script won the Jim Burt Screenwriting Prize.

andreW morrison-GurZa is the Founder/Co-Director 
of Deliciously Disabled Consulting, where he strives to make 
disability accessible to everyone within pop culture and  
intersectional communities. His written work has been highlighted 
in Out Magazine, The Advocate, Huffington Post and The Good 
Men Project, where he candidly discusses the realities of sex 
and disability as a Queer Cripple.

aKhaJi ZaKiya is an award-winning writer. Her first  
collection, Inside Her, introduces readers to the steamy lives  
of Jaka, Nina, Tashi, Sean and friends. Akahji is also the creative 
force behind Write On!, a monthly open-mic night. Based in  
Toronto and NYC, her roots extend from West Africa to Barbados. 
Watch for her first novel in fall of 2015.

Ben ladouCeur is a writer originally from Ottawa,  
now based in Toronto. His work has been featured in Arc,  
The Malahat Review, PRISM international and The Walrus,  
and in the Best Canadian Poetry anthology. He was awarded 
the Earle Birney Poetry Prize in 2013.
http://benladouceur.com/

aleX CaFarelli is a genderqueer femme Jewish Witch 
writer and performer who has performed with Body Heat 
Femme Porn Tour, Heels on Wheels Roadshow, Nomy Lamm 
and Sins Invalid. She co-founded the Minneapolis-based Sex 
Magick performance troupe, the Psycick Slutz. Alex has been 
leading creative writing workshops since 2010.

Brad Fraser is one of Canada’s best known playwrights, 
in addition to being a director for stage and film, a talk show 
host and wearing many other hats. Born in Edmonton, Alberta 
in 1959, Brad won his first playwritings competition at the age 
of 17 and has been writing ever since. 

aleX sanCheZ is the author of the teen novels Boyfriends 
with Girlfriends, Bait, The God Box, Getting It, Rainbow Boys, 
Rainbow High, and Rainbow Road, as well as the Lambda 
Award–winning middle-grade novel So Hard to Say. Lambda 
Literary Foundation honored Alex with an Outstanding Mid-
Career Novelists’ Prize. www.alexsanchez.com

amBer daWn lives on unceded territory of the Coast Salish 
Peoples (Vancouver). Her How Poetry Saved My Life: A Hustler’s 
Memoir won the 2013 Vancouver Book Award. She is author of 
the Lambda Award-winning novel Sub Rosa, and editor of the 
anthologies Fist of the Spider Women: Fear and Queer Desire 
and With A Rough Tongue. Her newest book, Where the words 
end and my body begins, is a collection of glosa poems.
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Cathy petCh is a playwright, spoken word artist, haiku 
deathmaster and musical saw player for The Silverhearts. She 
has several handsome chapbooks and most recently published 
her poetry book “Late Night Knife Fights” with LyricalMyrical 
Press. Petch was a member of both the 2011 and 2012 Toronto 
Poetry Slam Teams and is the creative director of “Hot Damn It’s 
A Queer Slam”.

david BenJamin tomlinson is a writer, actor  
and spiritualist. He is the author of solo shows (Starf#ckery, 
Memoirs From Cracktown), stage plays (GASH!), and is the  
co-creator of the new digital series The Writers’ Block. 
www.thewritersblockseries.com.  
DBT has written for CBC Radio (Canadia 2056), and writes 
screenplays and TV show pitches in his spare time.

Clementine morriGan is a queer femme sober-addict 
witch, writer and artist. Their first book, Rupture, was published 
in 2012. They produced a short film entitled Resurrection 
in 2013. All of their work aims to undermine hierarchies of 
knowledge production by blurring distinctions between art, 
academia and DIY culture making. 
www.clementinemorrigan.com

david demChuK is a playwright, independent filmmaker, 
screenwriter, essayist, critic and journalist. David has been 
writing for stage, film, TV, radio and other media for more than 
thirty years. In 2011, Pinknews.co.uk named him one of the top 
25 most influential LGBT people on twitter worldwide. It was 
weird. daviddemchuk.com

Cole Forrest is an Aboriginal multi-disciplinary artist 
based out of Nipissing First Nation in North Bay, Ontario. Cole 
seeks to share stories, songs, and pieces based on his community, 
history, and culture to any person who is willing to listen.

dainty smith is a Toronto based actor, burlesque performer, 
writer, producer, and speaker. Dainty brings her utterly raw, 
emotional artistry to her creative work. She co-produced the 
performance art collective Colour Me Dragg and founded Les 
Femme Fatales: Women of Colour burlesque troupe. Dainty 
has written for Sway magazine, Lover Magazine, About magazine, 
Xtra! Newspaper, Sage Blog, Shameless Magazine and The 
Witness Journal.

dani Couture is author of three poetry collections, Good 
Meat, Sweet, and Yaw, and the novel Algoma. Dani received 
an Honour of Distinction from The Writers’ Trust Dayne Ogilvie 
Prize. Her writing has appeared in The Globe and Mail, The 
Awl, Grain, The Walrus, and two Best Canadian Poetry in English 
anthologies. She is the literary editor at This Magazine.

daniel allen CoX is author of the novels Shuck, Krakow 
Melt, Basement of Wolves, Mouthquake, and the novella  
Tattoo This Madness In. He co-wrote the screenplay for Bruce 
LaBruce’s 2013 film Gerontophilia. Daniel was a 2015  
writer-in-residence at the Zvona i Nari Library & Literary Retreat 
in Ližnjan, Croatia.  
www.mouthquake.com

Casey plett wrote the short story collection A Safe Girl 
To Love and a column on transitioning for McSweeney’s Internet 
Tendency. She has written for The Walrus, Plenitude, Rookie, 
The New York Times ArtsBeat blog, and others.  
www.caseyplett.com

Catherine hernandeZ is a twice published  
playwright, children’s book author, and the artistic director  
of Sulong Theatre. 
www.sulongtheatre.com
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Fan Wu is a sore stain on the hope for a better life after  
resurrection. He will forever remember his friend’s definitions 
of depression as a symptom of too much harmony, and anxiety 
as too much multiplicity, in one’s life

Giles BenaWay is of Anishinaabe and Métis descent.  
A Queer / Two-Spirited poet, he has been described as the  
spiritual love child of Truman Capote and Thompson Highway. 
His Ceremonies for the Dead was published by Kegedonce Press. 
In 2015, he received the inaugural Speaker’s Award for a Young 
Author from the Speaker of the House for the Ontario Legislative.

FarZana doCtor is a Toronto-based author of three 
novels: Stealing Nasreen, Six Metres of Pavement (a Lambda 
Literary Award in 2012 and short-listed for the Toronto Book 
Award) and the recently released All Inclusive. She was named 
one of CBC Books’ “Ten Canadian Women Writers You Need to 
Read Now” and was a recipient of the Writers’ Trust of Canada’s 
Dayne Ogilvie Grant. She curates the Brockton Writers Series.

GitanJali lena is a poet, installation artist, cellist, and 
trained lawyer of Tamil/Sinhalese origins, born in England. In 
2013 Gitanjali became the Executive Director of the Lesbian Gay 
Bi Trans Youth Line. She works to question traditions and uncover 
the complexities of our identities of ancestral past and diasporic 
present in solidarity with people of the two thirds world.

Faye Chisholm Guenther is a writer living in Toronto. 
Her short fiction has been published in literary journals including 
Plenitude, Joyland, and This Magazine. She is an alumni of the 
Diaspora Dialogues mentoring program. She is currently  
completing a manuscript of short fiction.

Gein WonG is an interdisciplinary director, curator, writer, 
composer and video artist of Asian and First Nations descent. 
Her works focus on obvious things like gender, class and 
race....as well as things a little less obvious, like gender, class 
and race. Gein creates large scale performance experiences 
that empower and elicit empathy. 
www.geinwong.com

GeoFF is a mixed race gender queer of filipinx descent living 
as a settler on the colonized land known as toronto. they identify 
as a sober addict in recovery. they wish to politicize their  
experiences with substance use and sobriety while unravelling 
the limited representation of the addicted body. 
livingnotexisting.org

eriC WriGht is a recent transplant to the city of Toronto 
hailing from Vancouver. Much of his work touches on questions 
of history, which is the field in which he works. Hidden subtexts, 
fragility, hope, eroticism, mysticism, obscured exploitation and 
the role of the individual within the collective are some themes 
he explores in his poetry.

deBra anderson won the Writers’ Trust’s prestigious 
Dayne Ogilvie Prize for an emerging LGBTQ Canadian author. 
Debra has taught innovative Creative Writing Workshops at 
Word on the Street, the Toronto Public Library, and at Glad Day 
Bookshop for World Pride. Herizons Magazine described her 
novel, Code White, as “…a book that meets your eye, has a 
good handshake, and looks killer in a pair of fishnets.”  
www.debraanderson.ca

denise Benson - DJ, music journalist and author, Denise 
has long mixed beats, words and ideas. She produced notable 
queer events including Dyke Nite at Boom Boom Room, Bent 
at Catch 22, S.H.E. and Cherry Bomb. Denise hosted Mental 
Chatter on CKLN for 21 years, has contributed to CBC Radio, 
and written extensively about electronic music. She is the 
author of Then & Now: Toronto Nightlife History.
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J.m. Frey is an SF/F author, voice actor, and fanthropologist.  
Her debut novel Triptych was nominated for two Lambda Literary 
awards, a CBC Bookie, and was named one of the Best Books 
of 2011 by Publishers Weekly. The Untold Tale, a feminist  
meta-fiction and epic sword-and-sorcery fantasy, launches 
December 2015.
www.jmfrey.net

JaCKson WriGht shultZ is the author of Trans/Portraits:  
Voices from Transgender Communities (University Press of New 
England, 2015). He is an instructor of writing and rhetoric at New 
England College, and a prose editor for Extract(s). He earned his 
master’s degree in creative writing from Dartmouth College.
www.jacksonshultz.com

huGh BreWster was one of the original collective of 
the Body Politic, and was one of the organizers of Toronto’s first 
Gay Pride Week in 1971. He has had a long career as a publisher. 
editor and writer and is the author of 15 books for both young 
readers and adults. 
www.hughbrewster.com

h.G. Watson is a journalist based in Toronto. From 2014 to 
2015 she was a news reporter at Daily Xtra. She is now the associate 
editor of J-Source, the Canadian journalism project. She was almost 
a law school drop out but, somehow, managed to graduate. 

hope thompson is a playwright, filmmaker and writer 
and is a graduate of the CanadianFilm Centre. She has written 
and directed several award-winning short films in the queer 
noir genre and written many Rhubarb Festival hits (Green, 
Trapped!, She Walks The Line). Hope is currently working  
on her first novel.
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JeFFrey round is Naked Heart’s Program Coordinator 
and the Lambda Award-winning author of nine novels and one 
book of poetry. His first two books, A Cage of Bones and  
The P-town Murders, were listed on AfterElton’s Top 50  
Greatest Gay Books. His Dan Sharp mystery series has just 
been optioned for television.

Jordaan mason is a human mess and the author of the 
novel The Skin Team (Magic Helicopter 2013). They also make 
music and film. 
www.jordaanmason.bandcamp.com

JessiCa WeBB lives happily in Guelph, Ontario with her 
wife and daughter. A dedicated introvert, Jessica loves spending 
time reading or writing with a cup of tea but also mixes things 
up in her job training educators. Her debut novel, TRIGGER, a 
lesbian mystery, is slated for release from Bold Strokes Books in 
April 2016. 

Josh middleton is a music theatre graduate from ESA 
and currently taking Illustration at OCAD. He is known also as 
a poet, writer and a performer. His first major breakthrough 
show in Toronto was PRIDECAB, along with performances at 
Glad Day and Videofag. Joshua hopes to have his body of work 
published and stored on Glad Day shelves for years to come!

Jia QinG Wilson-yanG (Kit) is a mixed race trans 
woman of colour living in Toronto. She writes poems, stories, 
and songs. Her day (and sometimes night) job is as a youth 
worker in North Toronto. 
www.metonymypress.com

Jim nason has published two novels and a short story  
collection. His fifth collection of poetry is Touch Anywhere to 
Begin (Signature Editions 2016.) His stories, essays and poems 
have been published in journals and anthologies across the U. 
S. and Canada, including Best Canadian Poetry in English.  
Jim is the owner and publisher of Tightrope Books.

Jon pressiCK is the sex community’s gadabout. He is the 
editor of the Best Sex Writing of the Year book series, producer 
and co-host of Sex City and award-winning blogger behind 
Sex in Words. 
www.jonpressick.com

JeFF KirBy is the host/curator of What Queer Reading,  
Library Project Manager, City Park Library, and Marketing/ 
Social Media at Tightrope Books where he edits the online  
journal, Knife | Fork | Book. Kirby’s writings appear in a number 
of anthologies beginning with the letter Q. Kirby will guest 
speak at the 2016 Ontario Library Association Super  
Conference, Library Lab: The Idea Incubator. 
www.jeffkirby.com

Jaene F. Castrillon is a multidisciplinary artist who 
mixes art with activism. Her main disciplines are writing, beading 
and film-making. Jaene uses her art to show the brilliance and 
heart-break of living a life less ordinary. 
www.whitebearcreative.com

James K. moran’s fiction and poetry have appeared in 
various Canadian, American and British publications, including 
Glitterwolf, Icarus, On Spec and The Rolling Darkness Revue. 
Moran’s articles have appeared via CBC Radio, Daily Xtra and 
Rue Morgue. He lives in Ottawa and blogs at jameskmoran.
blogspot.ca. Town & Train (Lethe Press) is his debut horror novel. 
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Karishma Kripalani is a compassionate and intuitive 
body-mind therapist. Trained as a sociologist, she worked as a 
teacher, researcher, editor and analyst before her own health 
challenges led her to embodiment and somatic practices. 
Karishma shares yoga, mindfulness and creativity workshops  
to guide people home to their bodies.

Kristyn dunnion writes long and short fiction.  
The Dirt Chronicles was a 2012 Lambda Literary Award finalist. 
Previous novels include Mosh Pit, Missing Matthew, and  
Big Big Sky (Red Deer Press). She lives in Toronto and plays  
bass in the band Bone Donor.

Katie sly is a playwright, performer, visual artist, and 
community organizer. Her video art has been exhibited locally 
and in Berlin. She has worked with Buddies in Bad Times, 
Nightwood Theatre, and her solo show Charisma Furs debuted 
at SummerWorks in 2015. Katie runs the arts-based activist 
project Too Queer: A Bi Visibility Cabaret.

KWame stephens is an author, playwrigth and poet.  
His collection of short stories, Dark Hard Chocolate and his 
book of poetry, Nyimpa will leave you wanting more.

Keith GareBian is the author of six poetry collections 
and fifteen books of non-fiction. He has won numerous awards 
and grants. Born to an Armenian father and an Anglo-Indian 
mother, he is a cultural hybrid and is most concerned with 
questions of identity and trauma.
www.stageandpage.com

Kiley may is a Mohawk/Cayuga storyteller from Six Nations. 
Kiley is two-spirit, also called trans, queer and genderqueer. 
Her pronouns are they/their/them, and she/her. They do creative 
work in film, photography, writing, fashion, dance and  
performance art. And transitioning, which is an art form;  
her greatest art work to date.

Kim Katrin milan is an award-winning, internationally-
acclaimed artist, educator and writer. Living between two of 
the most diverse cities in the world, her work is deeply grounded 
in human rights, justice and equity. 
www.kimkatrinmilan.com

Kamila rina is a disabled, immigrant, neurodivergent, 
polyamorous, bisexual femme poet, and a survivor of torture 
and the child sex trade.  She enjoys talking about being present 
in one’s body, and fomenting the Radical Anti-Colonialist  
Interdependence Revolution.  Also she likes trees, books, 
chocolate, and people and things that smell good.

Jp laroCQue is a comedy writer, journalist, and filmmaker. 
He is a Second City Comedy Writing grad, a former panelist 
on MTV’s 1 Girl 5 Gays, and creator of the award-winning GAY 
NERDS web series. When he’s not writing for Daily Xtra,  
he works in television as a casting director. 
www.gaynerds.tv

KaleiGh traCe straddles two jobs - writer and sex 
educator - from her home in Halifax. Her work has appeared in 
GUTS, The Huffington Post, and The Coast. Her first book, Hot, 
Wet & Shaking: How I Learned to Talk About Sex was released 
in 2014 and won the Evelyn Richardson Non-Fiction Award. 
www.invisiblepublishing.com/product/hot-wet-and-shaking
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luCas CraWFord is from rural Nova Scotia and is currently 
based in Vancouver. Lucas is the author of Sideshow Concessions, 
a brand new poetry book from Invisible Publishing. (It won the 
2015 Robert Kroetsch Award for Innovative Poetry.) Lucas also 
wrote a collection of scholarly essays, Transgender Architectonics,  
which is currently in press. Lucas teaches at Simon Fraser University.

miChael lyons is a queer-identified, chaotic neutral 
writer, activist, atheist, feminist, retrofuturist, DM, introvert, 
nerd, misanthrope and journalist. He contributes regularly to 
Daily Xtra on queer nerd culture, and lesser-known LGBTQ  
history with his co-columnist. He is currently working on the 
team of an episodic, LGBTQ-positive dating sim, LongStory,  
his first video game project.

lynX sainte-marie is a disabled/chronically ill, Jamaican-
Canadian, non-binary/genderfluid, Afro+Goth Poet and student 
who breathes art, social justice, anti-oppression, critical social work 
and feminism(s) that decentralize whiteness & cisheteropatriarchy. 
Lynx is the creator of QueerofGender, a grassroots organization and 
transnational visibility project, celebrating the various experiences 
of gender within LGBTTQQ2SIAP+ BIPOC communities.
www.lynxsaintemarie.wordpress.com

mahliKah aWe:ri enml’Ga’t saQama’sGW 
(Walking Woman) is an international First Nations (Haudenosaunee  
Mohawk/Mi’kmaw) drum talk poetic rapologist; poet, musician,  
hip-hop MC, arts educator, radio host, curator, the Deputy 
Executive of the Toronto Centre for Community Learning & 
Development and a Toronto Arts Council’s Cultural Leaders  
Lab Fellow. She is a founding member of Red Slam Collective, 
an Indigenous hip hop movement.

marCus mCCann is the author of two books of poems. 
His work has been shortlisted for the Gerald Lampert Award 
and won the John Newlove Award. A former editor of Xtra, he 
now practices law in Toronto. 
@mmccnn

marnie WoodroW is the author of two short fiction  
collections and the novels Spelling Mississippi and Heyday. 
www.marniewoodrow.com

marK s. Bonham As an LGBTQ activist, Mark co-founded 
the biographical website QueerBio.Com.  He is the author of 
two books: Champions: Biographies of Global LGBTQ Pioneers 
(2014) and Notables: 101 Global  LGBTQ People Who Changed 
the World (2015).  Mark is a Senior Fellow of Massey College, 
University of Toronto.

liZ BuGG’s Calli Barnow mystery series received a Debut 
Author Award and a Mystery/Thriller Award. She contributed 
to Outspoken: Perspectives on Queer Identities, and is an  
administrator and writer for the Canadian Lesfic website. She 
was recently awarded an Access Copyright Foundation grant. 
Liz is an ardent supporter of Glad Day Bookshop. 
www.lizbugg.com

larry dupleChan is the author of five novels, including  
BLACKBIRD (2006, now a major motion picture) and the 
Lambda Literary Award-winning GOT TIL IT’S GONE (2008). His 
hobbies include digital art, the ukulele, and battling the physi-
cal aging process.

lilaC Cana harmonizes her twin careers – as an award-
winning professional vocalist and financial broker. She has sung 
with the Canadian Opera Company Chorus, produced 7 CD 
albums, gave concert tours in North America, Europe and the 
Philippines, and also serves her clientele in the GTA, providing 
creative solutions to help people enjoy financial wellness.

~
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nina malaya is an editor and mysterious writer of mystery.

nia KinG is the author of Queer & Trans Artists of Color:  
Stories of Some of Our Lives. She is also the host of We Want the 
Airwaves podcast.
www.artactivistnia.com

niChola (niCKi) Ward was born in London and lives 
in Toronto, Canada, where she is an award-winning writer,  
performer and poet. Her work embraces the energy of 
“spoken word” and the formality of “page poetry”. 
www.NicholaWard.com

miKe miKsChe’s work has appeared in Instinct, The Gay 
and Lesbian Review Worldwide, and The Blue Lyra Review.  
He is also a regular contributor to OurAgenda.ca and is the 
writer of Hole and Corner, a weekly column for Daily Xtra, 
which explores the profound connections forged through 
BDSM and public sex. His first novel is Paris Demands (Lethe).

‘nathan BurGoine grew up a reader and studied  
literature in university while making a living as a bookseller.  
His first published short story was “Heart” in the collection 
Fool for Love: New Gay Fiction. Since then, he has had over two 
dozen short stories published, and his first novel LIGHT 
is now available in e-book and print from Bold Strokes Books.

roBert steCKlinG: A longtime Toronto resident,  
Robert is a writer, editor, instructor and all around word nerd. 

peter KinGstone is a Toronto-based visual artist and 
curator. His installations have been shown across Canada and 
abroad. He won the Untitled Artist Award in 2005 for The 
Strange Case of peter K. (1974-2004). Peter holds a degree in 
Philosophy/Cultural Studies from Trent U. and a Masters of Fine 
Art focussing on video and new media from York U.

prathna lor is a first-generation doctoral student 
of English at the University of Toronto and the author 
of Ventriloquism(Future Tense Books, 2010). 

omisoore h. dryden is an assistant professor in the 
Department of Women’s Studies at Thorneloe University 
(at Laurentian). Her research examines the links between race, 
sexuality, gender, and community through the themes of blood 
– how it is donated, discursively constructed, and shared. 
You can follow her on twitter 
@OmiSooreDryden. 

paul Bellini’s television credits include The Kids in the 
Hall and This Hour Has 22 Minutes. Other credits include the 
novel Buddy Babylon and the independent film Hayseed. He 
has garnered three Gemini Awards and three Emmy nominations. 
Currently, he teaches comedy writing at George Brown College. 

2120



sedina Fiati is a queer, femme, artist for stage and screen.  
She was born and raised in Tkaronto to a Trini mother and  
Ghanaian father. Current projects: Last Dance (a one person 
show and web series), 22 (a new play) and Your Mudda Said  
(a documentary on Caribbean mothers). 
www.sedinashow.com

s Bear BerGman is the author of six books and founder 
of Flamingo Rampant, focused on feminist, LGBTQ-positive, 
racially-diverse children’s books. His most recent book, Blood, 
Marriage, Wine, & Glitter, was a Lambda finalist. A much-loved 
speaker, Bergman’s wit and warmth brings all people to the yard 
(regardless of sex designation, gender identity, or gender expression-
which he would like to remind you are not the same thing).

sarah Bertrand is a Toronto-based writer who enjoys 
delicious sandwiches, tattoos, her cats, and robots. As the 
mastermind behind Inapark Productions, she has self-published 
two books: The Best of Inapark Productions, and Sketch. Sarah B 
is a guest writer for Toronto online magazine, She Does The City. 
www.naparkproductions.blogspot.ca

sarah liss is a Toronto-based writer and editor whose 
work has appeared in The Walrus, Maclean’s, The Hairpin, 
Hazlitt and other publications. She is also the author of  
Army of Lovers, a community history of the late artist Will Munro.

sCott daGostino is the manager of Glad Day Bookshop, 
a regular columnist for DailyXtra and a former editor of fab 
magazine. He loves indie film, HBO and gay British synthpop 
bands but still believes the written word is our most expressive 
medium for queer liberation.

star is a magical space-being spending some time on Earth 
as a painter, zinester, documentarian, advocate and activist for 
equity and social justice, sociologist-in-training, and coordinator 
of the Trans Collective at Ryerson University. 
starkisscreations.tumblr.com

shyam selvadurai’s first novel, Funny Boy, won the 
WH Smith/Books in Canada First Novel Award and the Lambda 
Literary Award. His second novel, Cinnamon Gardens, was 
shortlisted for Canada’s Trillium Award. His YA novel, Swimming 
in the Monsoon Sea, won a Lambda and the Canadian Library 
Association Book of the Year Award. 
www.shyamselvadurai.com

sKy GilBert is a writer, director, teacher — drag queen 
extraordinaire. He was AD of Toronto’s Buddies for 17 years.  
He has had 40 plays produced, and written 6 critically acclaimed 
novels. Sky has just returned from NYC where his play Naked 
Hamilton was produced to much acclaim at the FringeNYC.

shaunGa taGore / sCorpio risinG is a performance 
artist, astrologer, community organizer, healer, writer and  
superqueero. She loves to share her words and art with community, 
friends, lovers, family, ancestors, ghosts, & her cats. She is inspired 
by justice, magic, honesty, change, tenderqueerness and naked hearts. 
www.shaungatagore.com

sheetal nanda is a lawyer, specializing in entertainment 
law. She possesses a solid understanding of the contractual 
and general legal concepts encountered within the entertainment 
industry. A tireless defender of the rights of creative workers, 
Sheetal strives to empower her clients. For more information 
on her legal practice, please visit 
www.snlegal.ca. 
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stephen Graham KinG’s first book, Just Breathe, 
tells the blunt, funny, and uncompromising story of his three-year 
battle with metastatic synovial sarcoma. His short fiction has 
appeared in the anthologies North of Infinity II, Desolate Places 
and Ruins Metropolis. His first novel, Chasing Cold, was released 
in 2012. His second novel, Soul Blood will be out in 2016.

steven BereZnai is an author and wellness practitioner. 
His essays have been included in the anthologies Second Person 
Queer, I Like It Like That, and Best Gay Romance 2010. He is the 
author of Queeroes - an action-packed adventure story featuring 
high school students gifted with superhuman powers. 
www.stevenbereznai.com

steven elliott JaCKson is a playwright, director 
and artistic director of Minmar Gaslight Productions.  He is also 
the voice and writer of The Road To The Church Podcast, soon 
entering its third book at the end of October.  Currently he is 
developing the play Fenian for its 2016 premier to coincide 
with the 150th anniversary of the Fenian Raids.

stevie miKayne writes fiction with a literary edge,  
combining her obsession with traditional literature with a love 
of dynamic characters and strong language. She graduated 
with an MA in creative writing from Lancaster University in the 
UK, and published her first two books, Jellicle Girl and Weight 
of Earth, shortly after. 
www.steviemikayne.com

susan G. Cole is an author, activist and senior entertainment  
editor at NOW Magazine. She has witten two books on violence  
against women, the play “A Fertile Imagination” about two 
lesbians trying to have a baby and is the editor of Outspoken, 
scenes from Canadian lesbian plays. 
@susangcole

tamai KoBayashi is a Japanese Canadian lesbian writer, 
author of Prairie Ostrich. She lives in Toronto. 
www.tamaikobayashi.com

tara-miChelle ZiniuK is a Montreal-born, Toronto-based 
author, performer and activist with an extensive background in  
community radio. Published in magazines and anthologies across 
North America, she is a regular contributor to NOW, Broken Pencil 
Magazine, and Herizons as well as writing for This, $pread, 
HOUR and others. Her first book, Emergency Contact, was 
released with McGilligan Books in 2006 to wide critical acclaim.

tiQ milan has carved a niche for himself as a media advocate 
and one of the leading voices for transgender equality. An on-air  
contributor to Huff Post Live, he has also penned articles for 
BET.com, Rolling Stone, The New York Times and others.  
Married to Toronto-based artist and educator Kim Katrin Milan, 
they together speak about creating love in queer communities 
of color and intersectional approaches to human rights activism.

suZanne lenon is an associate professor in the  
Department of Women and Gender Studies at the University  
of Lethbridge, Alberta. Her research interests lie at the intersections 
of critical race feminisms and law, gender, and sexuality. 
You can follow her on twitter 
@kootenaydreams.

susannah Betts is a multi-genre writer living in  
Rochester, NY, and the fiction editor of the online literary magazine 
The Fem. She is an optics graduate student at the University of 
Rochester. Her work has been published in Vagabond City Lit, 
the Greenblotter, Synaesthesia, Five2One, and Crab Fat Lit. 
susannah-one-summer.tumblr.com/published
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topoet.ca fills the gap between form and content where 
he strives to give an objective presence to imaginary constructions 
of bourgeois or radical psychology. He embraces the ‘superficial’  
as a refusal of ‘substance,’ which is culturally inscribed in 
heteronormative terms. His TOpoet.ca blog is read around the world. 
TOpoet.ca

trevor CampBell is a queer Toronto-based author, 
designer, cultural + social thinker and creative strategist. He is 
currently completing the Master of Design program at York  
University, with a focus on city branding practices and how 
designers can help make current models more responsive,  
accessible, and democratic. 
www.trevorcampbelldesign.com

trish salah works in the area of transnational studies in 
gender, sexuality, race and minority cultural production. Her first 
book of poetry, Wanting in Arabic, investigates the inscription  
of diasporic trans and queer subjectivities. Her second book, 
Lyric Sexology Vol. 1, employs the lyric as a lens to read  
transgender fantasies encoded in feminist, autobiographical, 
anthropological, sexological and psychoanalytic archives.

troy JaCKson is an Afro-Nova Scotian Metis performer, singer, 
writer, Glad Day Owner and art instigator. His art has premiered 
at the AGO and his Gay anthem The Batty Boys Revenge was 
featured in the Inside Out Film Festival. Recently he finished a 
residency with Eventual Ashes and was featured in Arise 3 under 
the watchful eyes of Gein Wong and Catherine Hernandez.

viveK shraya is a Toronto-based artist working in the 
media of literature, music, performance, and film. Vivek’s body 
of work includes ten albums, four short films and three books, 
which have been used as textbooks at several post-secondary 
institutions. His debut novel, She of the Mountains, was named 
one of The Globe and Mail’s Best Books of 2014.

Zahira Kelly is a mami, writer, artist, mujerista, sociocultural  
critic, and speaker. She writes a candid advice column at 
TheNewInquiry.com and is the creator and author of Bad-Do-
minicana, an AfroLatina feminist blog. She employs Indigenous 
style storytelling and a no-holds-barred analysis and critique 
of culture. She aims to pick apart white supremacist capitalist 
hetero-patriarchy from an anticolonial AfroLatina perspective.

Zoe Whittall is the author of three novels and three  
volumes of poetry and the editor of one anthology of short fiction. 
Her next novel will be out in 2016 with House of Anansi Press.
Zoewhittall.com

Wayson Choy - Appointed a Member of the Order  
of Canada in 2006, teacher and writer Wayson Choy is the  
bestselling author of two novels, The Jade Peony and All That 
Matters, plus two memoirs, Paper Shadows and Not Yet,  
A Memoir of Almost Dying.

yvonne Fly onaKeme etaGhene is an Ijaw and 
Urhobo Nigerian dyke poet and performance activist. She’s 
published four collections of poetry and produced four solo  
visual art exhibitions. Yvonne wrote and acted in two one-woman 
shows. Her first novel, For Sizakele, addresses transcontinental 
identity, intimate partner violence and queer gender.
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thursday oCtoBer 15th
QUEER AND TRANS ARTISTS OF COLOR BOOK CELEBRATION
Join Nia King to celebrate her groundbreaking book QUEER AND TRANS ARTISTS OF 
COLOR, featuring special guests Vivek Shraya, Trish Salah, Kiley May and Nina Malaya! 
8pm FREE Glad Day Bookshop, 598 Yonge Street

Friday oCtoBer 16th
FIRST-PERSON PLEASURE - NON-FICTION SEX WRITING
Sex writing climaxes to a whole new level when you are both the subject and the 
writer. We’ll hear about these authors’ challenges, ethics and experiences. 
7pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. Glad Day Bookshop, 598 Yonge Street 

JON PRESSICK, KATIE SLY, MIKE MIKSCHE, STAR

QUEER LOVE
Is there a queer love? Is there a queer way to write about love? Queer writers explore 
what it means to tell our love stories, moderated by Jeff Kirby and presented by wQr, 
What Queer Reading. 
7pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass.. City Park Library, 31 Alexander Street 

BEN LADOUCEUR, DANI COUTURE, TARA-MICHELLE ZINIUK

DISRUPTING QUEER INCLUSION: BOOK LAUNCH 
Glad Day Bookshop presents the book launch for OmiSoore H. Dryden and Suzanne 
Lenon’s edited collection, Disrupting Queer Inclusion: Canadian Homonationalisms 
and the Politics of Belonging. 
8pm, FREE. Buddies In Bad Times, 12 Alexander Street

netWERK! The Naked Heart Festival Opening Party 
We’ll start off this historic weekend of words with a classic networking event with the 
sounds of DJ AURAL. Meet book agents, publishers, best-selling authors and future 
legends. 
9pm. $15 cover or free with a Festival pass. Buddies In Bad Times, 12 Alexander Street

proGram
Guide

WelCome to naKed heart:  
an lGBtQ Festival oF  Words.
We on the organizing committee are all extremely proud of our offerings  
this year in what we hope will become an annual event comprised of readings, 
panels, workshops, and interviews featuring some of the finest writers and 
industry professionals in the world today.

Take a quick glance over our schedule and see the names and topics  
you will be able to choose from over the course of the weekend’s events. 
We think you’ll be amazed.

At this moment in our history, when the LGBTQ community at large seems 
more fractured than it has at any time before, we hope the diversity on 
display here will prove the unity that underlies our seeming differences.

Whether you’re looking for ways to help your writing find its fullest expression,  
to hear some of the brilliant talent being featured, or just hoping to rub 
shoulders with like-minded lovers of the written and spoken word, we 
want you to indulge and go away satisfied.

And, if you’re like me and you can’t get enough of writers and writing,  
be sure to join us again next year.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Round
Program Coordinator,
NAKED HEART
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saturday oCtoBer 17th 
WRITING AS PRACTICE with Karishma Kripalani
In this interactive session, we will develop and expand ways to bring an embodied 
mindfulness into our writing practice. Together we will explore internal process, com-
passionate listening, and connection to ourselves and each other. 
10:30am, $5 cover or a Festival pass. City Park Library, 31 Alexander Street

INDOOR VOICES
These local authors are pleased to use their indoor voices for this free reading as a part 
of the inaugural Naked Heart LGBTQ literary festival. Expect fiction, theory and thrills. 
10:30am. FREE. Yorkville Public Library, 22 Yorkville Ave 

FARZANA DOCTOR, JESSICA WEBB, NINA MALAYA, PETER KINGSTONE LIZ, BUGG

BENDING THE GENRES OF SCI-FI, FANTASY, THRILLER & MYSTERY
How do you queer these established genres? What are the current trends in this 
genre? How do readers respond and what are sales like when you bend the genre? 
10:30am. $5 cover or a Festival pass. Buddies In Bad Times, 12 Alexander Street 

DAVID DEMCHUK, J.M. FREY, JAMES K. MORAN, MICHAEL LYONS, STEVEN BEREZNAI

HYPHENS & HYBRIDS
Writers share how their experience as a cultural hybrid impacts their writing, their 
audience and their success.  
12pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. Buddies In Bad Times, 12 Alexander Street 

KEITH GAREBIAN, TAMAI KOBAYASHI, YVONNE FLY ONAKEME ETAGHENE

INTRODUCTION TO 2 SPIRITED LITERATURE with Giles Benaway : 
Learn about the emergence of 2 Spirited literature in North America and encounter 
key 2 Spirited writers who have shaped Indigenous literature with the strength of 
their visions. This workshop will provide you with an overview of 2 Spirited literature 
with special emphasis on Canadian Indigenous writers.  
12pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. City Park Library, 31 Alexander Street

SHEWRITESHE
Sip on some tea and listen to these female-identified writers read from  
a variety of genres and forms.  
2pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. Davis’s Tea, 530 Church Street 

HOPE THOMPSON, JIA QING WILSON-YANG, MARNIE WOODROW,

TAMAI KOBAYASHI, ZAHIRA KELLY

PITCH PERFECT with Jeffrey Round : 
Lambda Award-winner Jeffrey Round, author of the Dan Sharp mystery series, offers 
tips and insights to make your book a must-grab title for agents, editors and publishers. 
2pm. $10 cover or a Festival pass. City Park Library, 31 Alexander Street 
Participants are encouraged to submit a one-page description of a work-in-progress to jeffreyk9@rogers.com by Fri Oct16.

ALEX SANCHEZ - IDENTITY, INSPIRATION & IMPACT : 
In a rare Toronto appearance, groundbreaking and award-winning youth fiction 
author Alex Sanchez (Rainbow Boys) shares with us the highs and lows of his craft and 
his career. What is it like to become a bestselling YA author? How do you integrate 
your cultural identity and your sexual identity in your work? What is like to become a 
global symbol of LGBTQ voices? We’ll explore these questions and more.  
2pm.$10 cover or a Festival pass. Buddies In Bad Times, 12 Alexander Street

GET THE WORD OUT! with Farzana Doctor 
This workshop covers self-promotion, including book trailers, social media, working 
with a publicist, touring, blogging, and launches. This is for writers at any stage of 
their career. including those not-yet-published.  
3:30pm. $10 cover or a Festival pass. City Park Library, 31 Alexander Street

IN:VERSE
Spend an hour steeped in queer poetry. There might even be some free tea..... 
3:30pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. Davis’s Tea, 530 Church Street 

DEBRA ANDERSON, ERIC WRIGHT, JORDAAN MASON, LUCAS CRAWFORD,  

ROBERT STECKLING, SUSANNAH BETTS

INDIGENOUS DREAMING
Two-Spirited, Indigenous & Métis writers discuss the importance of identity in their 
creative work and reception in Canada.  
3:30pm. $10 cover or a Festival pass. Buddies In Bad Times, 12 Alexander Street 

ADAM GARNET JONES, COLE FORREST, GEIN WONG, GILES BENAWAY, MAHLIKAH AWE:RI

SWELL - QUEER EROTIC READINGS 
Come on to the back room of Zippers and feel your organs swell as you listen to these 
queer erotic exploits.  
3:30pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. Zippers, 72 Carlton Street 

ALEX CAFARELLI, LARRY DUPLECHAN, MIKE MIKSCHE, STEVIE MIKAYNE

FANTASTIC WORLDS 
Meta powers. Other planets. Future realities. These Canadian sci-fi and fantasy au-
thors takes us to the speculative spectrum. 
4pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. Glad Day Bookshop, 598 Yonge Street

J.M. FREY, JAMES K MORAN, MICHAEL LYONS, ‘NATHAN BURGOINE,  

STEPHEN GRAHAM KING
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HOWLING AGAINST ASSIMILATION
We are surrounded by forces that will temporarily accept us on their hetero/capi-
talist/patriarchal terms. These writers reflect on the work they create that opposes 
people that want us to give up our soul for the illusion of safety.  
5:15pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. City Park Library, 31 Alexander Street 

CATHERINE HERNANDEZ, KALEIGH TRACE, PETER KINGSTONE, TOpoet.ca

THE CRUCIBLE OF TRAUMA 
Trauma and creation have a complex, paradoxical relationship. Trauma can drive or 
inhibit creativity. Story can heal or trigger trauma. These writers reflect on their own 
complex relationships with trauma and words.  
5:15pm. $10 cover or a Festival pass. Buddies In Bad Times, 12 Alexander Street 

AMBER DAWN, JAENE F. CASTRILLON, SHAUNGA TAGORE, ZAHIRA KELLY

HARDCORE HEARTS : A Writing Workshop with Debra Anderson 
In this workshop we’ll explore themes of queer love, loss, & desire with a variety of 
short, hands on writing exercises that unleash inspiration & build writing muscles by 
using different writing techniques. Come with an open heart. No experience neces-
sary & all welcome! Meet new LGBTQ people in a relaxed setting with potential new 
pals & a high babe alert!  
5:15pm. $10 cover or a Festival pass. Glad Day Bookshop, 598 Yonge Street

BLACKNESS IN BOOKS 
Black writers reflect on Blackness in their work and share with us which Black authors 
have influenced their growth, moderated by Maurice Tomlinson and presented by 
Festival sponsor City Park Library.  
7pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. City Park Library, 31 Alexander Street 

LARRY DUPLECHAN, SEDINA FIATI, TIQ MILAN

WRITE LIKE YOU MEAN IT : A Writing Workshop with Kristyn Dunnion 
Kristyn Dunnion facilitates an innovative workshop that integrates social justice with 
concrete writing activities, helping you create a sustainable, vital, and individual 
practice.  
7pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. Glad Day Bookshop, 598 Yonge Street

GRIT LIT : A Naked Heart Festival Reading 
Unpredictable. Unashamed. And sometimes uncomfortable. This is Grit Lit. With grit-
ty resolve these authors offer a look at pleasure and pain, tough truths and reclaiming 
desire with bad ass disruption and dignity.  
7pm. $10 cover or a Festival pass. Buddies In Bad Times, 12 Alexander Street 

AKHAJI ZAKIYA, ANDREW MORRISON-GURZA, AMBER DAWN, DANIEL ALLEN COX, KATIE SLY, 

KWAME STEPHENS, JOSH MIDDLETON, PAUL BELLINI, SHAUNGA TAGORE, SKY GILBERT

sunday oCtoBer 18th
IN OUR VOICES: WRITING ORAL HISTORIES : A Workshop with Jackson Wright Shultz 
LGBTQI communities often use stories to share information and give advice to one 
another. Be a part of that tradition and come learn the basics of collecting, transcrib-
ing, and writing stories using voices from our communities.  
10:30am. $5 cover or a Festival pass. City Park Library, 31 Alexander Street

HAIL YEAH MARY: EXPLORING FAITH IN QUEER CHARACTERS : 
A Workshop with Marnie Woodrow 
The spiritual lives of characters are just as important as their other biographical 
details. Learn to write characters of greater depth by exploring, through exercises 
and discussion, the beliefs (and non-beliefs) of major and minor players in your work. 
10:30am. $5 cover or a Festival pass. Buddies In Bad Times, 12 Alexander Street

ON LIBEL : A Workshop with Marcus McCann & HG Watson 
Libel is one of the few ways that writers often end up in court. Libel is a false state-
ment about an identifiable person which is injurious to their reputation. Join us as we 
learn more about this topic and how to protect yourself.  
10:30am. $5 cover or a Festival pass. Glad Day Bookshop, 598 Yonge Street

BUILDING INTERGENERATIONAL BRIDGES: A Naked Heart Festival Discussion 
How do we honour our elders? How do we support our youth? How do we listen 
to each other when we don’t feel heard? We’ll explore these questions and more. 
Moderated by GITANJELI  
12pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. Buddies In Bad Times, 12 Alexander Street 

JIA QING WILSON-YANG, PRATHNA LOR, SUSAN G. COLE, WAYSON CHOY

PLENITUDE PRESENTS : A Naked Heart Festival Reading 
Plenitude Magazine is Canada’s only LGBTQ literary magazine. Plenitude aims to 
complicate expressions of queerness through the publication of diverse, sophisticat-
ed literary writing, art and film, from the very subtle to the brash and unrelenting. This 
reading event showcases writers who have been published in Plenitude and others 
whose work watch our vision.  
12pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. Davids’ Tea, 530 Church Street 

CASEY PLETT, CLEMENTINE MORRIGAN, FAN WU, FAYE GUENTHER,  

GITANJALI LENA, KAMILA RIINA

WRITING AS RESISTANCE
What role does writing play in liberation and resistance to oppression in the 21st cen-
tury? Do words lead to action or prolong our inaction? Activists and writers discuss 
these questions.  
12pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. Glad Day Bookshop, 598 Yonge Street 

LYNX SAINTE-MARIE, NINA MALAYA, TROY JACKSON, SKY GILBERT

3332



THE CONTRACT : A Workshop with Lawyer Sheetal Nanda 
Entertainment lawyer Sheetal Nanda gives a one hour presentation, followed by a 
Q&A on what’s in a typical contract between writers and publishers – and what you 
need to know before you sign your rights away.  
12pm. $15 cover or a Festival pass. City Park Library, 31 Alexander Street

TO PRINT OR TO POST? : 
What’s more profitable, more successful, more satisfying and more labour-intensive: 
posting your writing online or printing your work on the page? Writers who have 
done both explore their relationship with the result.  
2pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. City Park Library, 31 Alexander Street 

KIM KATRIN MILAN, NICHOLA (NICKI) WARD, SUSANNAH BETTS

SPECTRUMS OF SANITY – MENTAL HEALTH & THE WRITER 
Writers openly share their struggles, successes and strategies when mental health 
becomes a source of creativity or crisis in the writing process.  
2pm. $10 cover or a Festival pass. Buddies In Bad Times, 12 Alexander Street 

CLEMENTINE MORRIGAN, GEOFF, JORDAAN MASON, JP LAROCQUE, ZOE WHITTALL

README : A Workshop with Trevor Campbell 
What do you need to tell your story? This workshop invites participants to test a storytell-
ing tool that can be used to document and share their experiences in the hopes of devel-
oping more accessible, dynamic and empowering methods of storytelling and archiving. 
2pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. OPSEU Hall, 31 Wellesley Street East

SELF-PUBLISHING – THE HOPE AND THE HORROR : 
These self-published authors share their tips and tricks, reveal their biggest disasters and 
rewards, and let us in on the most important lessons they’ve learned about self-publishing. 
2pm. $10 cover or a Festival pass. Glad Day Bookshop, 598 Yonge Street 

AKHAJI ZAKIYA, NIA KING, SARAH BERTRAND, VIVEK SHRAYA

LIKE IT IS: NON-FICTION & MEMOIR WRITING
This group of writers offer advice and insight on writing non-fiction and memoirs, 
including tips on their process and discovering their audience.  
3:30pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. City Park Library, 31 Alexander Street

DENISE BENSON, HUGH BREWSTER, S BEAR BERGMAN, SARAH LISS

FEEDING & FREEING HUNGRY GHOSTS: IN DEEP WITH SHYAM SELVADURAI : 
Shyam Selvadurai reflects on his recent novel, The Hungry Ghosts which explores 
how racial, political and sexual differences can tear apart both a country and the  
human heart until the ghosts are fed and freed. Moderated by Jeffrey Round.  
3:30pm. $10 cover or a Festival pass. Buddies In Bad Times, 12 Alexander Street

VOLCANO FARMING : A Workshop with David Benjamin Tomlinson 
An activation. An interaction. An intervention. A workshop about the craft of cultivat-
ing inspiration, about engaging the wilds of creativity with courage, honesty, free-
dom and full permission. Most importantly, this is a conversation about how to start… 
and how to finish. Volcano Farming is for anyone who wants to be a more active 
partner in the creative relationship  
3:30pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. OPSEU Hall, 31 Wellesley Street East

NAVIGATING THE PUBLISHING INDUSTRY : A Workshop with Zoe Whittall 
You’re finished your manuscript, or maybe you think you are, but you’re not sure 
what to do next. Helpful tips on grant writing, crafting submissions, finding the right 
publisher and/or agent, and other practical tips for the emerging fiction writer who 
wants to take it to the next level.  
5:15pm. $10 cover or a Festival pass. OPSEU Hall, 31 Wellesley Street East

MY INSPIRATIONS, MY RECOMMENDATIONS
Thesesuperstars have 5 minutes to share with us which books and which authors 
have inspired and changed them. Moderated by Glad Day Bookshop Store Manger, 
Scott Dagostino.  
5:15pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. Glad Day Bookshop, 598 Yonge Street 

JEFF KIRBY, GITANJALI LENA, LYNX SAINTE-MARIE, NIA KING, MARK S BONHAM,

PAUL BELLINI, SCOTT DAGOSTINO and some surprises!

TOO TRUE 
Can something be too true to tell? Is truth stranger than fiction? Listen as these writers 
read from their non-fiction work and decide for yourself.  
5:15pm. $10 cover of a Festival pass. Buddies In Bad Times, 12 Alexander 
Street 

GEOFF, HUGH BREWSTER, JAENE F CASTRILLON, JACKSON WRIGHT SHULTZ, 

KALEIGH TRACE, STAR

OWENA OHNE:KA: A WATER WRITING WORKSHOP  
with Mahlikah Awe:ri and Gein Wong 
Ohne:ka runs through us. In us. Ohne:ka is us. This profound spirit connection we 
have with water is a powerful creative energy for knowing; owning and sharing our 
Owena; our story. This workshop will explore the four direction water teachings 
of Water is Spirit; Water is Sentient; Water is Healer, and We are Water Stewards; 
through spoken word; visualization; creative writing; movement and ceremony. 
5:15pm. $10 cover or a Festival pass. City Park Library, 31 Alexander Street
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WRITING FROM THE HEART: Creative Writing for Survivors of Trauma with Alex Cafarelli 
Writing enables us to kvetch, share our stories, start revolutions, and to heal.As LGBTQ 
trauma survivors, our self-protective tendency can be to “check out”; writing is one 
way to check back in with our embodied self. In this hands-on workshop for new and 
seasoned writers, we will tap into our deep inner writing voices, past the critic, and 
into the stories our hearts wish to tell.  
7pm. $10 cover or a Festival pass. City Park Library, 31 Alexander Street

MIXED MESSAGES : A Naked Heart Festival Night of Readings 
No theme. No genre. No expectations. These are mixed message and anything could 
be shared.  
7pm. $5 cover or a Festival pass. Glad Day Bookshop, 598 Yonge Street 

BRAD FRASER, COLE FORREST, DANI COUTURE, KRISTYN DUNNION, LILAC PENA, 

PRATHNA LOR, NICHOLA (NICKI) WARD 

LOUDSPEAKER : A Naked Heart Night of Performance 
End your weekend on a high note! These writers will perform their words in ways that 
will leave you wanting more for years to come.  
7pm. $15 cover or a Festival pass. Buddies In Bad Times, 12 Alexander Street

DAINTY SMITH, GEIN WONG, KIM KATRIN MILAN, 

MAHLIKAH AWE:RI, S BEAR BERGMAN, SEDINA FIATI, TIQ MILAN, 

TROY JACKSON, YVONNE FLY ONAKEME ETAGHENE

DENOUEMENT - The Naked Heart After Party 
Flirt with your favourite author. Buy a publisher a drink. Finish that conversation you 
started yesterday. Finally talk to that sexy book lover you have been crushed out on all 
weekend. Or just sit upstairs and write about it all. Surrounded by the smooth sounds 
by DJ Regina Thegentlelady.  
8:30pm. $15 cover or free with a Festival pass. Buddies In Bad Times, 12 Alexander Street
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